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Newsletter Volume 1/2010  

Issue 13 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTORS REPORT  

 
Greetings from the Secretariat on this edition. This quarter had been a  dynamic and enterprising 

one for FNCDP as 2009 draws to a close. We completed 2 workshops in Bua and Macuata as the 

National Disability Survey rounded up its data gathering process. There was also the discussions 
on the preliminary works for the Northern Disability Centre in Labasa. The Secretariat was also 

busy with the final process of getting Fiji sign the UN Convention for the Rights of People with 

Disabilities (CRPD) and its optional protocol. It received a lot of intervention advise and direc-

tion from the office of the Permanent Secretary for Social Welfare, Women and Poverty Allevia-

tion.  

We are able to form a regular professional connection  with our line Ministry (Social Welfare, 

Women and Poverty Alleviation) through attendance of senior managers meeting and related 

workshops and training forums. FNCDP as the government focal point on disability in Fiji, did 
not attend the Cook islands disability focal point meeting in  the Pacific and the coordinating 

body (PIFS)  did not have the courtesy to notify us appropriately . The highlight of this last quar-

ter 2009 was the celebration of the International Day for People with Disabilities on the 27th No-

vember, 2009. It was held at the Girmit Centre in Lautoka after a march pass through the city. 
The celebration was attended by all the special schools in the West except Sigatoka and they per-

formed variety of items to entertain us who attended on the day.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The celebration had two guest speakers (morning/afternoon) with Ms Florence Eyre( DEALER 
CHANNEL, Manager of Digicel) delivery the keynote address in the morning and Mr Peter 

Drysdale, the afternoon guest speaker. Everyone had a beautiful and wonderful time as the dis-

trict committees, DPOs and parents and caregivers all enjoyed the days proceedings.  

A big vinaka vakalevu to the hard working group of the Lautoka FNCDP district committee led 

by Ms Atu, Mrs Premila Kumar and Mr Ali. The Secretariat wishes to convey its best wishes and 

also compliments to all those who assist in any way the lives of people who are physically or 

intellectually challenged. MAY GOD BLESS US ALL!!!!!!!!!!!!!!  

 

 

 

Left : Executive Director 

(Dr Sitiveni delivering his 
speech during the FDPD 

celebration @Lautoka.  

Right : Chief Guest & 

invited guest all seated 

during the celebration.  

Left: Ready for the March 
pass  

Middle : Ms Florence Eyre 
,Chief Guest, opening the 

IDPD  celebration  

Right: FVTTCDP 

students enjoying 
the sun, ready for 

the march pass 
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FUTURE PLANS FOR DISABILITY CAREGIVING 

TRAINING PROGRAMME 

The FNCDP has secured funding of 

$50,000.00 from the United Nations 

Development Fund for Women Pacific 
Regional Office (UNIFEM) to conduct a 

series of Care giving Training on Per-

sons with Disabilities in eight prov-

inces in Fiji including Rotuma.  

A recent research conducted by the 

FNCDP found that most people with 

disabilities that live in rural and most 

remote areas, squatter settlements and 
cane farms live in unhygienic condi-

tions where there is no adequate care-

giving support provided for them ei-

ther by their  

family members or community.   

The lack of caregiving services in 

these areas and the inadequate care 

provided by their familiesõ forces 

people with disabilities to live in 

isolations and unhealthy living con-
ditions.   

Furthermore the lack of knowledge 

in caring for people with disabilities 
exacerbates both their health and 

physical conditions.   

Women and girls with disabilities 
are more disadvantaged in areas of 

education, employment, accessing  

health care services and facilities and 

adequate information.   

They are further discriminated in 

their own families where they are not 

given the opportunity to make deci-

sions for themselves.   

People with disabilities who are well 

cared for by their families live in re-

strained environment where their 
family members are overprotective 

therefore limits people with disabili-

ties from participation in decision 

making, social and recreation includ-

ing family and community activities . 

FNCDP DISTRCT COMMITTEE MEEETING  

The Executive Director and the Executive Officer of the council held a 

series of meetings with the District Committees in Nausori, Vunin-

dawa, korovou, Navua, Sigatoka, Nadi, Lautoka, Tavua, Ba, Rakiraki, 
Savusavu, Bua, Macuata, Taveuni, Levuka and Lau. 

The purpose of these meetings were:  

§ The National Disability Policy 2008 -2018 

 

§ Highlight the role and the functions of the committees in addressing 

the needs of persons with Disabilities within their Districts  

 

§ The International Day of Persons with Disabilities  

 

§ The existing legislation of disability in Fiji for e.g. FNCDP Act, access 

for Disable people, Employment for Disabled Persons   

 

§ Financial and Annual Reports  

 

§ Appointments of new or existing members  

 

§ Update on the Statistical Data Survey  

The theme of this workshop was on  òMaking the MDGs Inclu-

sive:Empowerment of Persons with Disabilities and their Communi-
ties around the worldó.   

. 

Executive Director (Dr Sitiveni) and Executive Officer 

( Mrs Kush) During the DISCOM meeting  


